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Dear Mr Hutson, 
  
APPLICATION BY HIGHWAYS ENGLAND FOR AN ORDER GRANTING 
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT FOR THE A47 BLOFIELD TO NORTH BURLINGHAM 
PROJECT (TR010040)  
 
APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO RULE 6 LETTER 
 
1. Introduction 

 In advance of the Preliminary Meeting in respect of the application for the A47 
Blofield to North Burlingham Order (the Application),this letter addresses a 
number of matters raised in the Examining Authority's (ExA) notice of the 
Preliminary Meeting (the Rule 6 Letter), to be discussed further at the 
Preliminary Meeting if necessary.  

2. Statements of Common Ground 

 Since acceptance of the Application, Highways England has been working 
towards producing a number of Statements of Common Ground (SoCG) with 
statutory and non-statutory consultees in relation to the Scheme, as follows: 

 Environment Agency 

 Natural England 

 Historic England 

 Norfolk County Council 

 Broadland District Council 

 Statutory Undertakers including Anglian Water Services Limited, BT 
Openreach, Cadent Gas Limited, UK Power Networks, Virgin Media 
and Vodafone 
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 Blofield Parish Council 

 Highways England will endeavour to meet the deadlines imposed in relation to 
submission of the SoCGs. 

3. Timetable for Examination 

 Highways England has the following comments on the ExA's timetable. 

 Item 10 – Deadline 4 

Submission of documentation including written summaries of oral submissions 
and related documentation, on Tuesday 7 September, is very close to the 
potential close of the hearings that may be scheduled for 1 – 3 September.  It 
is anticipated that complying with the 7 September deadline could be 
challenging for both Highways England and other parties.  Highways England 
would suggest that Deadline 4 could be moved to Friday 10 September 
without impacting significantly on the Examination timetable.   

 Lines 15 and 16 – Hearings and Deadline 7 

Depending on how many hearings are required in the week commencing 15 
November 2021, the time scale for submission of documentation by Deadline 
7 on Monday 22 November 2021 could also prove to be very challenging.  
Highways England notes that the ExA intends by the end of the week 
following Deadline 7 to publish its preferred DCO.  Highways England would 
therefore suggest that, were it to be possible, hearings be brought forward into 
the week commencing 8 November 2021.   

 Lines 17 and 18 

If the change suggested above is made then it may be possible to extend the 
time between line 17 and Deadline 8.  Deadline 8 includes some significant 
and important documentation, including comments on the proposed revisions 
to the DCO provided by the ExA on 26 November.  If it were possible to bring 
forward line 17 by a day or two then this would greatly assist and it may also 
potentially allow for the change suggested below.   

 Line 19 – Deadline 9 

The gap between Deadlines 9 and 10 is also potentially challenging.  Bringing 
Deadline 9 forward to either 15 or 16 December would greatly benefit all 
parties, particularly if submissions are not made until late on Friday 17 
December.  This would in effect lead to the risk that Deadline 9 documents 
are not available to all parties until mid-morning on Monday 20 December 
2021, with submissions due for Deadline 10 the day after.  Bringing forward 
Deadline 9 by even a day would greatly assist.   

 
 It will assist all parties' preparation to have full agendas for all hearings as 

soon as is practicable and in good time prior to a hearing.  This will enable 
Highways England to better assist the ExA in hearings.  
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 Highways England would be grateful if the ExA is able to provide an early 
indication of the precise nature of any additional Issue Specific Hearings 
(ISHs) in order for Highways England, and stakeholders, to secure the 
availability of appropriate experts for the respective hearings. 

4. List of proposed attendees at the Preliminary Meeting and Subsequent 
Hearings  

 Highways England will attend the Preliminary Meeting and proposes to 
address the ExA on the matters set out in this letter.  The list of proposed 
attendees on behalf of Highways England is enclosed at Schedule 1.  

 Highways England will also be attending all hearings listed at Annex D of the 
Rule 6 letter and, following receipt of the agendas, Highways England will 
produce a list of proposed speakers and present this to the ExA at the start of 
the relevant hearing.   

5. Accompanied Site Inspection (ASI) 

 Highways England's suggestions for ASI are to be found at Schedule 2.    

Yours sincerely, 

Nikki Rowley-Todd  
Project Manager  
Highways England 
  










